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them flowers and opening free tea-stalls. It was a sight too to
see Hindu and Sikh volunteers standing shoulder to shoulder
with Muslim volunteers in a common endeavour for social ser-
vice. The local administration had, in response to Muslim
request, made arrangements for running a special bus service to
carry the prospective visitors to the UTS and an all out effort was
made to clean up the Dargah Sharif itself and its precincts,
repairs being effected wherever it was possible.
Never before since the palmy days of the Khilafat struggle
was such a vast, fraternal crowd of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs
seen in the capital city. Hundreds of Hindu women too were
present and the general atmosphere was one of returning con-
fidence and trust. Gandhiji was taken right into the sanctum
sanctorum and though women are, as a rule, rigidly excluded
from the innermost shrine, obviously an exception was made in
the case of girl inmates of the Ashram who accompanied
Gandhi ji, and the party were requested to1 recite the Quranic
verses that are daily recited at Gandhiji's evening prayer.
Gandhi ji was deeply moved at the sight of the wanton damage
to the lovely marble screens enclosing the inner shrines, and
later in the evening made a feeling reference to it in his post-
prayer address.
In a brief address Khwaja Hilal Qutbi who claims to be a
lineal descendant of Khwaja Syed Qutbuddin Bukhtiar of the
Dargah Sharv] described how under the benevolent teachings of
Sufism, Delhi rulers became votaries of universal toleration and
egalitarianism for which Sufism stands and we had the unique
phenomenon of the founding of a slave dynasty. Sufism teaches
that the measure of a man's love of God is his love and
service of His creation. At a time when India had become a
cockpit of warring races, cultures, and creeds, Suflszn held aloft
the banner of an eclecticism that rose superior to the common
prejudices based on race, creed or colour. Shamsuddin Alta-
mash was a disciple of Khwaja Saheb Qutubuddin. His reli-
gious preceptor had enjoined on him in the name of Islam that
on the Judgment Day God would demand to know if he had
meted out even-handed justice to all his Hindu and Muslim
subjects and promoted their welfare alike, because the king-
dom he ruled over was not his own for enjoyment but a sacred
trust from God. If he betrayed that trust in any way or was